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This year marks the 35" anniversary of WRI, Since we opened our doors in

1982, the world has enjoyed a faster rise in prosperity and a greater decline in
poverty than in any equivalent period in history. More than a billion people have
been lifted out of poverty, those above the poverty line have risen by roughly

4 billion, and global income and output has tripled in real terms,

But sadly, the price of this progress has been
much too high in terms of environmental
damage and in rising inequality, which in turn
threaten future progress. Each year for the past
three years, a new record has been set for global
temperatures. Arctic sea ice shrank to its lowest
extent since satellite monitoring began 31 years
ago, and a new miles-wide crack in an Antarctic
ice shelf grew in the southern summer. More
than 1.2 billion people live in areas of water
scarcity, a number that is growing sharply.
Around seven million people are dying from

air pollution each year, and that number is also
rising. Traffic congestion costs many cities more
than 10 percent of their income; urban sprawl
costs the U.S. economy around $1 trillion per

year. In addition to these troubling physical
trends, rising inequality and a sense of exclusion
has led to widespread disillusionment in several
countries, and many people feel excluded from
the promise of a globally connected world.

Rising prosperity doesn’t need to lead to such
adverse impacts, of course. WRI’s own work
over the years has demonstrated that smart
policies for equitable growth and environmental
protection support rather than contradict each
other. Recent work by the New Climate Economy
Commission, of which WRI is the Managing
Partner, has demonstrated that bold action on
climate can promote new technologies, greater
competitiveness, more jobs and greater fairness.

i

JAMES A. HARMON

Chairman of the Board

ANDREW STEER
President and CEQ
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/02/07/science/earth/antarctic-crack.html

This enlightened view is gaining traction in
many parts of the world. It explains why more
than 200 global corporations have made
commitments to decarbonize their operations
and supply chains; why 7,000 mayors have
committed their cities to follow low-carbon
growth paths; why China, India and many
other emerging nations are implementing huge
investment programs in clean energy; and why
in the past few months more than 50 countries
and international institutions have come
together to form a partnership to accelerate
commitments under the Paris Agreement. WRI
is supporting each of these movements.

This understanding is not shared by the new
U.S. administration, which is weakening
environmental and climate policies, believing,
contrary to the evidence, that they undermine
jobs and growth. WRI and our partners will
continue to provide evidence that this approach
is short-sighted and very much out of the
mainstream. We are encouraged that nearly
three-quarters of Americans support strong
action on climate change, and nearly 1,000 U.S.
corporations have urged the administration to

continue U.S. leadership on climate action. At
WRI, we are increasing our engagement with
states, cities and private actors to support
such leadership.

This underlines the essential nature of our work
at the Institute. Accurate, reliable information
and analysis is the currency we provide, along
with effective tools to help governments,
businesses, civil society organizations and
individuals make sense of the undeniable
environmental changes we see around the globe.
Each year we manage for results and measure
our success by our outcomes.

In the pages that follow, it is our privilege

to share with you the role the Institute plays

with partners all over the world. In 2016, we
expanded our global reach to include a new office
in Addis Ababa, which will provide a hub for our
growing work in Africa. Our presence there joins
offices in Brazil, China, Europe, India, Indonesia,
Mexico and the United States. We are active in
more than 50 countries on six continents as we
address the urgent challenges of our times.

&€& \WRI's own work over the
years has demonstrated that
smart policies for equitable
growth and environmental
protection support rather than
contradict each other”


http://sciencebasedtargets.org/
http://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/
http://www.ndcpartnership.org/

Our 2016 Top Outcomes give a flavor of our
work. A major thrust over the past year has been
turning the promises of the Paris Agreement
into action — through the creation of the NDC
Partnership and on-the-ground support.
African countries committed to restore more
than 63 million hectares (155 million acres) of
degraded land through AFR100, established

by WRI and partners. Through meetings WRI
convened, Mexico and Mexico City developed
energy efficiency standards for buildings.

India took the first step to cut road fatalities

in half by 2020, drawing on 15 years of WRI
urban transport experience. WRI worked with
Chinese representatives to inform China’s
groundbreaking Green Finance roadmap. In the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, WRI held
meetings with stakeholders to inform new rules
on community forest rights.

Working with Brazil’s Ministry of Cities,

WRI developed an easy-to-use method for
cities to plan for greater sustainable mobility.
U.S. companies working with WRI have
contracted more than 450 megawatts of new
solar generation since 2015 through regulated
utilities in Nevada and North Carolina. WRI’s
Greenhouse Gas Protocol helped Chinese
megacity Chengdu set the ambitious goal of
peaking emissions by 2025, while WRI’s work
with Indian companies yielded corporate
commitments to reduce GHG emissions
intensity significantly by 2020. And forests and
community land rights are better protected
across the world through the use of WRI-
managed Global Forest Watch, an online
interactive monitoring system tracking tree
cover loss in near-real time, that has empowered
stakeholders—from ordinary citizens and civil
society, to businesses and governments—to detect
and report illegal practices previously undetected.

This important work has been made possible by
the generosity of our donors and collaboration with
our partners, for which we are deeply grateful.

We invite you to learn more about our work
in this report. We hope you will share your
thoughts and suggestions and join our worldwide

community of supporters and friends.

With our best regards,

bt LR

James A. Harmon Andrew Steer
Chairman of the Board President and CEO
April 2017



WRI is a global research organization that spans more than 50 countries, Our Mission is to
with offices in Brazil, China, Europe, India, Indonesia, Mexico and the L
United States. Our 700 experts and staff work closely with leaders to turn o
big ideas into action at the nexus of environment, economic opportunity and to live in ways that
human well-being. We focus on six urgent global challenges that must be protect Earth’s

addressed this decade: cities, climate, energy, food, forests and water.

move human society

environment and its

Our Values are shared ideals that bind us together. They articulate who we are and what we ' '
L talues are shared (deats atbind s fog y arieuia’e who We afe and What capacity to provide
believe, influence our goals, guide our actions and help us to explain our aspirations to others.

for the needs and

URGENCY INDEPENDENCE o
Change in human behavior is urgently needed Our effectiveness depends on work that asplratlons Of current
to end the scourge of poverty and halt is uncompromised by partisan politics, 3 nd fUtU re generations.
accelerating environmental deterioration. institutional or personal allegiances or
sources of financial support.
INTEGRITY
Honesty, candor and openness guide our RESPECT
work to ensure credibility and build trust. Our relationships are based on the belief that
all people deserve respect.
INNOVATION

To lead change for a sustainable world,
we must be creative, forward thinking,
entrepreneurial and adaptive.



AT A GLANCE

WRI focuses on six urgent global challenges: cities,
climate, energy, food, forests and water. This work
is supported by four centers of excellence: business,
economics, finance and governance. With partners,
we develop strong evidence, create innovative, practical
solutions and engage with communities, decision-
makers and world leaders to achieve change at scale.




CITIES WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities continues to
cement its reputation for shaping urban agendas and creating
impact in cities. In 2016, WRI influenced elements of the New Urban
Agenda of the UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban
Development (Habitat IIl), an opportunity that comes only once
every 20 years to shape the future of cities for the next generation.

WRI'’s World Resources Report
(WRR): Towards a More Equal City,
which launched at Habitat III, was a
key input to this process. There was
broad consensus on WRR’s central
idea: that prioritizing core urban
services for the underserved can
create prosperous, sustainable cities
for all. The Center’s ongoing work
has large-scale impact. For instance,
through the Bloomberg Initiative for
Global Road Safety, WRI improves
safety through sustainable mobility

and pedestrian conditions in 10
cities across the world. In India,
WRI created safer pedestrian
crossings and made Mumbai a more
walkable city. WRI’s work informed
efforts to recommend amendments
in India’s Motor Vehicles Act of
1988, to consider the needs of all
types of road users, pedestrians and
bicyclists as well as vehicles. This
has the potential to reduce traffic
fatalities by 50 percent by 2020,
saving 350,000 lives.
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CLIMATE WRI's Climate team leads groundbreaking analysis
and works with trusted partners to advocate action to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and help make the world's most
vulnerable people more resilient to climate impacts.

Building on the 2015 Paris aggressive climate agenda for
the North American Leaders
Summit. In the United States, the

team offered recommendations

Agreement, WRI played a leading
role in establishing the NDC
Partnership, an international
effort that now includes more on building communities’
than 50 countries and eight climate resilience and fairly
global institutions, which is implementing a national carbon
dedicated to accelerating climate price, while making the case,
and development action. The privately and publicly, that the
WRI Climate team worked with

more than 200 multinational

new administration’s goals

for jobs and economic growth
corporations, large Indian can best be advanced through
companies and Chinese megacities investments in clean, climate-
to set ambitious targets to smart infrastructure.

cut emissions, and created an

BETWEEN 2000 AND 2015 30 COUNTRIES REDUCED GHG EMISSIONS
WHILE CONTINUING TO GROW THEIR ECONOMIES

Percent Change
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http://www.wrirosscities.org/news/wri-welcomes-adoption-new-urban-agenda
http://www.wrirosscities.org/news/wri-welcomes-adoption-new-urban-agenda
http://www.wri.org/news/2015/12/statement-cop21-delivers-%E2%80%9Chistoric%E2%80%9D-climate-agreement-paris
http://www.wri.org/news/2015/12/statement-cop21-delivers-%E2%80%9Chistoric%E2%80%9D-climate-agreement-paris
http://www.ndcpartnership.org/
http://www.ndcpartnership.org/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2016/06/22/139747/proposals-for-a-north-american-climate-strategy/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2016/06/22/139747/proposals-for-a-north-american-climate-strategy/
http://www.wri.org/publication/federal-climate-resilience
http://www.wri.org/publication/federal-climate-resilience
http://www.wri.org/publication/putting-price-carbon-ensuring-equity
http://www.wri.org/publication/putting-price-carbon-ensuring-equity
http://www.wri.org/publication/putting-price-carbon-ensuring-equity
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/world-resources-report/cities
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/world-resources-report/cities
http://www.wrirosscities.org/

WRI's Energy program aims to make clean energy the
most cost effective option for all consumers, from the poorest
households to the largest corporations.

Working with a coalition of

large multinational corporations
and electric utilities in the U.S.,
the team helped develop more
affordable, large-scale renewable
energy options in places that
lacked them before, leading to
450 megawatts of contracts in
coal-intensive states. In India, we
worked with influential consumers
to increase their use of renewable
energy and support the country’s
renewable energy targets. WRI

leads the Building Efficiency
Accelerator, part of UN Sustainable
Energy for All, working with 28
cities to increase energy efficiency
policies and projects. The team
developed market maps for India
and Tanzania to help connect
electricity solution providers and
financiers to communities that
lack access to energy services. Our
research on finance and planning
models will improve financing and
policy support for these services.

FOOD WRI's Food program advances solutions to feed a rapidly

growing population, while promoting social and economic
development and reducing pressure on the environment.

WRI and partners launched the
Food Loss and Waste Accounting
and Reporting Standard, enabling
companies and countries to

measure and report on food loss

and waste. Together with the

Dutch government, WRI created
Champions 12.3, a coalition of leaders
from government, business and

civil society, to accelerate action to
achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals’ target for reducing food

loss and waste. Shifting Diets for a

Sustainable Food Future, the latest
installment of the World Resources
Report’s Creating a Sustainable
Food Future series, shows how

shifts toward plant-rich diets can
significantly reduce agriculture’s
pressure on the environment and
improve human health. The research
inspired WRI to launch the Better
Buying Lab, which develops and tests
cutting-edge strategies to enable
consumers to buy and consume more
sustainable foods.
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http://rebuyers.org/
https://www.wri.org/our-work/top-outcome/us-companies-spur-utilities-deploy-new-renewable-energy
http://www.wri.org/blog/2016/09/bangalores-airport-become-leader-solar-energy-production
http://www.wri.org/news/2016/06/release-12-cities-and-states-selected-accelerate-building-efficiency-across-globe
http://www.regainparadise.org/energy-access-maps-india.html
http://www.regainparadise.org/tanzania/index.html
http://www.wri.org/publication/stimulating-pay-you-go-energy-access-kenya-and-tanzania-role-development-finance
http://www.wri.org/publication/future-electricity-grid
http://www.wri.org/publication/future-electricity-grid
http://www.wri.org/publication/flwstandard
http://www.wri.org/publication/flwstandard
https://champions123.org/
http://www.wri.org/publication/shifting-diets
http://www.wri.org/publication/shifting-diets
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/world-resources-report/world-resources-report-2013-2016-creating-sustainable-food
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/world-resources-report/world-resources-report-2013-2016-creating-sustainable-food
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/better-buying-lab
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/better-buying-lab

FORESTS WRI's Forests program conducts research and
develops online tools to help stakeholders understand what
drives deforestation and forest degradation so they can take
action to protect and monitor threatened forests and restore
landscapes worldwide.

In 2016, governments in Peru, communities to obtain rights to

Mexico and Uganda, and civil manage their land. WRI worked
society organizations in seven with major companies to abate
countries used Global Forest Watch illegal logging in their supply
to protect local forests. Global chains through new technology
commodity buyers such as Mars, and a better understanding of laws
like the U.S. Lacey Act. African

countries committed to restore

Unilever, Cargill, Mondelez and
Olam used Global Forest Watch
to address deforestation in their more than 63 million hectares (156
supply chains. In the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, WRI

helped develop new rules allowing

million acres) of degraded land
through the AFR100 partnership.

WATER WRI's Water team provides research, data and

cutting-edge analytical tools and solutions to pinpoint and
minimize growing water risks that now affect more than a

billion people worldwide.

WRI launched Global Forest

Watch: Water, an online tool to help
businesses, utilities and civil society
groups assess where watersheds are
at risk due to deforestation. Building
on data from Aqueduct, WRI’s
signature water risk management
platform, the new tool eases access
to vital information for managing
and conserving forests and water.
Empowered by WRTI’s research and
technical expertise, China began
piloting waste-to-energy plants in
100 cities to slash emissions, boost
wastewater treatment and provide a

renewable source of energy.

WRI also worked with a water-
stressed region in China to design
a program that will spur irrigation
efficiency and free up water for
economic and urban growth.

In cities in Brazil and Mexico,

the Water team began efforts to
estimate the return on investment
of watershed management. To help
programs mitigate water risks,
WRI released Protecting Drinking
Water at the Source, a report

that identifies critical factors for
sustainable investments.
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http://water.globalforestwatch.org/
http://water.globalforestwatch.org/
http://www.wri.org/publication/protecting-drinking-water-source
http://www.wri.org/publication/protecting-drinking-water-source
http://www.globalforestwatch.org/
https://www.wri.org/blog/2017/01/save-forests-theres-now-app
https://www.wri.org/our-work/top-outcome/democratic-republic-congo-enables-forest-based-communities-secure-land-rights
http://forestlegality.org/
http://forestlegality.org/
http://forestlegality.org/policy/us-lacey-act
https://www.wri.org/our-work/top-outcome/african-countries-commit-restore-more-63-million-hectares-degraded-land
http://afr100.org/
https://www.wri.org/our-work/topics/forests

BUSINESS The Business Center works with
multinational companies to help their businesses
drive sustainable development.

The Economics Center supports WRI programs with
rigorous economic analysis and leads the flagship New Climate
Economy (NCE) project, for which WRI is the managing partner.

Tomorrow’s Markets, a research
project launched in 2016, is
guiding the Business Center’s
approach to private sector
engagement. Based on the
recognition that private sector
impacts on natural resources
will rise sharply as the global
middle class expands, the project
shows how corporations can

tap these opportunities while
preserving and enhancing
resources for future generations.

WRI works directly with
companies to put these principles
into action. More than 200
companies have joined Science
Based Targets, a joint initiative
of WRI, CDP, WWF and the UN
Global Compact, committing to
greenhouse gas emission cuts
that support global climate goals.
A 2016 WRI working paper with
Mars, Incorporated looks at how
companies can comprehensively
manage their impacts on land,
water and climate to operate
within planetary boundaries for
decades to come.

NUMBER OF COMPANIES COMMITTED TO

SCIENCE-BASED TARGETS

GREW NEARLY 6X
IN TWO YEARS

COMPANIES

2015

2017

COMPANIES

Working with the Governance
Center, the Economics Center

released a major report revealing the

economic and environmental benefits

of securing indigenous land rights

in the Amazon. The NCE hosted the

first Annual Summit of the Global
Commission on the Economy and
Climate and published a flagship

report on the imperative of financing

sustainable infrastructure, laying
out actions to deliver investment
at scale. New research showed how

Africa’s economic transformation
could deliver long-term growth
while reducing poverty and
climate risk; detailed analysis on
the economic benefits of green
investments in Uganda fed into the
Ugandan Finance Ministry’s Green
Growth Strategy. The Coalition for
Urban Transitions, a collaborative
initiative with the WRI Ross
Center and C40, was also launched
to make the economic case for
better urban development.


http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/tomorrows-markets
http://www.sciencebasedtargets.org/
http://www.sciencebasedtargets.org/
http://www.wri.org/publication/doing-enough-corporate-targets
http://www.wri.org/publication/climate-benefits-tenure-costs
http://newclimateeconomy.report/2016/
http://newclimateeconomy.report/2016/
http://newclimateeconomy.report/workingpapers/workingpaper/africas-new-climate-economy/
http://newclimateeconomy.report/workingpapers/workingpaper/achieving-ugandas-development-ambition/
http://www.coalitionforurbantransitions.org/
http://www.coalitionforurbantransitions.org/

FINANCE To shift global financial flows, the Finance Center
works with governments and institutions to expand public and

private investment in low-carbon, climate-resilient initiatives that

avoid harm to people or the environment,

With research materials and peer-
to-peer exchange, WRI is helping
developing countries access

finance from the Green Climate
Fund. The Finance Center made
recommendations to development
finance institutions and governments
on how to encourage the transition to
renewable energy. Because progress
on sustainable development and
climate action must go together,

WRI hosted a gathering of
thought leaders to discuss aligning
financing for the Sustainable
Development Goals and climate
change. WRI’s Sustainable
Investing Initiative also hosted

its second annual Sustainable
Investing Forum, and at the end of
2016, published a working paper
that highlights the landscape of
drivers, barriers and strategies for
sustainable investing.

GOVERNANCE WRI's Governance Center helps protect

the rights of the world's most vulnerable citizens by
empowering people and strengthening institutions to foster
environmentally sound and socially equitable decision making.

In October 2016, WRI assumed

the role of co-chair of the Open
Government Partnership (OGP), a
multilateral initiative that secures
government commitments to
increase civic participation, promote
transparency and strengthen
accountability. The Governance
Center identified climate action as

a core priority for the Partnership
and have worked with OGP’s 75
member countries to develop climate
commitments, from building user-

friendly environmental data platforms

to increasing public participation in

climate policymaking. The Center’s
Land and Resource Rights project
launched a groundbreaking report
in partnership with the Economics
Center, Climate Benefits, Tenure
Costs: The Economic Case for
Securing Indigenous Land Rights,
that quantifies for the first time

the economic value of protecting
indigenous land rights in the
Amazon Basin. It finds that
modest investments in establishing
tenure security will generate
billions in economic, social and
environmental returns.
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http://www.wri.org/publication/direct-access
http://www.wri.org/publication/transformational-climate-finance
http://www.wri.org/publication/transformational-climate-finance
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/sustainable-investing-initiative
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/sustainable-investing-initiative
http://www.wri.org/publication/sustainable-investment-landscape
http://www.opengovpartnership.org/
http://www.opengovpartnership.org/
http://www.opengovpartnership.org/france-world-resources-institute-cochair-declaration-ogp
http://www.wri.org/publication/climate-benefits-tenure-costs
http://www.wri.org/publication/climate-benefits-tenure-costs
http://www.wri.org/publication/climate-benefits-tenure-costs
https://www.wri.org/our-work/topics/finance

GLOBAL REACH

WRI's work spans more than 50 countries, with
international offices in Brazil, China, Europe, India,
Indonesia and Mexico, in addition to our global office

in Washington and a program office for our sustainable
cities work in Istanbul. In 2016, we deepened our
engagement in Africa, opening a new regional hub

In Ethiopia to support and expand work already underway
In more than 20 countries on the continent.




At WRI, we measure our impact by the positive actions, informed by our work, that governments, companies n
and communities take to improve people’s lives and the environment, Each year our staff and leadership select
10 Top Outcomes—the most significant changes that can be attributed to WRI's research and influence.




RACHEL BIDERMAN
WRI Brasil Director

S4o Paulo

STAFF & O Porto Alegre
EXPERTS

WRI BRASIL works to enable sustainable, socially equitable solutions in forests, climate and cities,
notably through planning for low-emissions urban transport.

Working with the Brazilian Ministry of Cities, WRI Brasil
developed an easy-to-use method for cities to create plans
for sustainable mobility, making non-motorized transport
and community engagement top priorities.

The team supported Brazil’s climate policies with an
online tool that tracks implementation, while working
with the Ministry of Environment to offer technical
assistance to develop a national climate adaptation tool
for civil society groups. Using the GHG Protocol, WRI
Brasil worked with Amazonian cattle ranchers and other
rural producers to measure and manage agricultural
greenhouse gas emissions. WRI staff helped Rio de

Janeiro and Porto Alegre craft the Urban Community
Resilience Assessment tool to measure individual and
community climate resilience, a technique now in use in

Asian cities.

WRI Brasil worked with the Brazilian Coalition on
Climate, Forests and Agriculture and the Ministries

for Environment and Agriculture to support Brazil’s
commitment to restore 22 million hectares (54 million
acres) of degraded land by 2030 through Initiative 20x20
and the Bonn Challenge. The Forest team supported
development of the national restoration policy.


https://www.wri.org/sites/default/files/outcomes/Top_Outcomes_2016.pdf
http://www.ghgprotocol.org/standards/agriculture-guidance
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/urban-community-resilience-assessment
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/urban-community-resilience-assessment
http://www.wri.org/news/2016/12/statement-brazil-announces-goal-restoring-22-million-hectares-degraded-land-2030
http://www.bonnchallenge.org/

LAILAI LI
WRI China Director

Beijing @

STAFF &
EXPERTS

WRI CHINA works with government, academia, businesses and civil society to support sustainable
development in the world's most populous country, focusing on renewable energy, climate action,
sustainable cities and transport, water resources and green finance.

Aiming to foster low-carbon development in cities, WRI
China helped Chengdu measure and manage greenhouse
gas emissions. In the transport sector, WRI China
supported Beijing’s public consultation and outreach
about its congestion mitigation policies.

WRI China supported the national government’s
introduction of Green Certificates for renewable energy
development, which require power enterprises to
generate at least 9 percent of electricity with non-hydro
renewables by 2020.

Through the China Council for International
Cooperation on Environment and Development
(CCICED), a prominent advisory platform set up by the
Chinese government, WRI China worked with partners
to frame key recommendations on reforming China’s
financial system to encourage green finance, an agenda
item at the G20 Summit in Hangzhou. These efforts
produced the first actionable, systematic roadmap for
reform across all segments of the country’s financial and
environmental governance system that simultaneously
drives public agencies and companies toward low-carbon
development plans and projects.


http://www.wri.org/blog/2016/10/helping-chinese-cities-lead-fight-against-climate-change
http://www.iisd.org/library/china-council-international-cooperation-environment-and-development-cciced-main-topics
http://www.wri.org/blog/2016/09/china-champions-green-finance-g20

KITTY VAN DER HEIJDEN
WRI Europe Director

STAFF &
EXPERTS

WRI EUROPE enjoys a strong bond and shares common goals with many European governments
and institutions. The Institute's small presence based in The Hague aims to strengthen our European
partnerships and share WRI's vision and strategy. WRI Europe became a legally independent entity
in February 2016, enhancing access to EU tenders and grants. In November, the team welcomed a

new manager for European Partnerships.

WRTI’s Global Board Meeting in The Netherlands in March
2016 provided an opportunity to forge new relationships
at all levels, from ministers to mayors, CEOs to civil
society representatives and from foundations to other
funders. Discussions with private sector leaders, including
the CEOs of Unilever, DSM and AkzoNobel, offered new
perspectives for WRI’s work on accelerating the transition

to a circular economy.

Throughout the year, WRI Europe worked to deepen relations
with core partners. A highlight was our annual meeting with
European bilateral partners, where we examined feedback

from a comprehensive external review and sought input

on our five-year strategic plan. WRI Europe also facilitated
high-level exchanges with European experts and leaders,
supported the Adaptation Futures Conference—a centerpiece
of the Netherlands’ EU Presidency—and organized a high-
level session on natural resource challenges and security
risks during the Future Forces Conference, a conclave of
1,000 leaders and experts on the future of the security sector.
We also welcomed DOB Ecology as a new donor to Resource
Watch, an online global data system designed to drive
sustainable natural resource management.


http://www.wri.org/profile/janneke-de-vries
http://www.adaptationfutures2016.org/
http://www.wri.org/blog/2016/09/prep-aring-changing-climate-harnessing-data-revolution
http://www.wri.org/blog/2016/09/prep-aring-changing-climate-harnessing-data-revolution
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WRI'INDIA works with government, businesses and civil society to increase access to clean
energy, deliver strong climate action, manage water resources and advance sustainable

cities and transport.

Led by Shailesh Sreedharan as Acting Director, the India
Team signed a Memorandum of Understanding to work with
the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
on climate change adaptation and mitigation, landscape
restoration, energy access and sustainable interventions in
rural areas.

With WRI India’s support, nine major businesses participating
in the India GHG Program, including automobile, cement and
chemical companies, committed to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions intensity by at least 20 percent.

The India Energy team attended Karnataka state regulatory
hearings to support industries in proposing changes to grid

usage charges for solar power plants. This resulted in
companies—like the Bangalore airport, TVS Motors and
the UB group—procuring long-term solar power.

The launch of India Vision Zero, which aims to eliminate
road fatalities, underlined WRI India’s commitment

to road safety, and the team’s research helped inform
proposed vehicle safety legislation. Additionally, the team
worked with cities like Bhopal, and public and private
transport providers like public bus agencies and taxi
aggregators, on women'’s safety initiatives. The India
office also started an integrated urban water management
program to make cities more resilient to water risk.


http://wri-india.org/news/nabard-wri-india-sign-mou-scale-climate-change-adaptation
https://www.wri.org/our-work/top-outcome/indian-companies-and-chinese-megacity-set-ambitious-greenhouse-gas-reduction
https://www.wri.org/our-work/top-outcome/indian-companies-and-chinese-megacity-set-ambitious-greenhouse-gas-reduction
http://www.wri-india.org/events/india-vision-zero-safer-roads-safer-cities
https://www.wri.org/our-work/top-outcome/india-takes-landmark-first-step-cut-road-fatalities-half-2020
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WRI'INDONESIA promotes public-private partnerships to drive sustainable land use, renewable
energy, sustainable cities and low-carbon development, while supporting the restoration of

degraded peatlands and forest landscapes.

In 2016, WRI Indonesia focused on two factors that
contribute to national greenhouse gas emissions: land use
change and energy. To help foster sustainable land use,
the Indonesia team assisted the national One Map Policy,
providing technical support and opening an office in Riau,
an area with a history of land-related disputes, to provide
a forum for multi—stakeholder conflict resolution. WRI
Indonesia also helped the Peatland Restoration Agency
to map Indonesia’s degraded peatlands and assisted

the Geospatial Information Agency in administering

the Indonesian Peat Prize. Through national workshops
and partnerships, the team introduced the Restoration

Opportunities Assessment Method (ROAM) to help
identify areas suitable for landscape restoration.

To encourage renewable energy development, WRI
Indonesia worked with the Ministry of Energy and
Natural Resources to develop a Sustainable Energy
One Map, a comprehensive planning tool to assess the
demand for electricity in more than 10,000 villages

in Indonesia’s remote islands and match them with
renewable energy. A WRI partnership with the city of
Bandung aims to redesign the city’s road planning and
conduct a road safety audit.


http://www.opengovpartnership.org/sites/default/files/case-study_Indonesia_One-Map-Policy.pdf
http://www.wri-indonesia.org/en/events/regional-peat-restoration-workshop-%E2%80%9C-role-non-state-actors-toward-sustainable-peat-management
http://www.wri-indonesia.org/en/node/41037
https://www.iucn.org/theme/forests/our-work/forest-landscape-restoration/restoration-opportunities-assessment-methodology-roam
https://www.iucn.org/theme/forests/our-work/forest-landscape-restoration/restoration-opportunities-assessment-methodology-roam
http://www.wri-indonesia.org/en/our-work/project/sustainable-energy-one-map-seom
http://www.wri-indonesia.org/en/our-work/project/sustainable-energy-one-map-seom
http://www.wri-indonesia.org/en/our-work/project/bandung-road-safety-initiative
http://www.wri-indonesia.org/en/our-work/project/bandung-road-safety-initiative
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WRI MEXICO officially joined WRI's global network in 2016, focusing on sustainable cities,

transport, energy efficiency and climate action.

WRI México worked with the federal government on
Mexico’s first Energy Conservation Code for buildings,
which sets minimum conservation requirements. Mexico
City has adopted the code, and Merida and Guadalajara
are in the process of doing so.

In a crucial step to advance the Mexican national agenda
for cities promoted and technically assisted by WRI
México and partners, the Congress approved the New
Urban Development Law that supports the creation of
more compact, coordinated and connected communities,
replacing a decades-old law that fostered urban sprawl.

Forty transport projects are being developed under the
National Fund for Mass Transportation (PROGRAM)
with strategic technical support from our team. In
2016, one new system was inaugurated in Acapulco,
significantly raising the quality of 20 percent of all
transit trips. WRI México also raised $2.1 million for
an innovation program to accelerate sustainable urban
mobility start-ups. WRI México also recommended
eight strategies to create a cost-effective roadmap to
meet Mexico's climate action commitment under the
Paris Agreement.


https://www.wri.org/our-work/top-outcome/mexico-and-mexico-city-introduce-energy-efficiency-standards-buildings
http://www.wri.org/blog/2016/11/mexico-can-save-26-billion-through-its-national-climate-plan

OUR STORIES

As Jane Goodall, a friend to WRI, has said, “The only way I've found to change
people’s minds is to tell them stories.’ The Institute has some powerful stories

to tell about more sustainable cities; food and the push to waste less of it;
landscape restoration across three continents; a new global partnership to
help countries keep their climate action commitments; the growing momentum
for clean energy; and work with the private sector that offers the prospect of
truly sustainable prosperity.



https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/chimp-researcher-jane-goodall-brings-her-conservation-message-to-students/2016/09/27/a3d5cf2e-84d0-11e6-92c2-14b64f3d453f_story.html?utm_term=.7aba43c01fdc
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BUILDING EFFICIENCY
ACCELERATOR AND
REBA SPUR THE
TRANSITION TO

RENEWABLE POWER

In 2016, 23 cities working
with WRI's Energy team

drafted plans to make
buildins more energy

efficient; the Renewable
Energy Buyers A”I ance To transform global energy systems, government

and business must find new ways to work

(REBA) |S brlngmg maore than together. The WRI Energy team works with

- - non-governmental organizations and other
60 m aJ or com pa nIeS a nd stakeholders to bring these two crucial players
UTI | I.tl es .t 0 g e.t h er t 0 b 00 St together in order to boost energy efficiency and
clean electricity demand

WRI’s Building Efficiency Accelerator has helped

d nd Su p p | y. 28 cities and other government entities on five
continents—from Medellin to Milwaukee—draft

create new markets for renewable power.

concrete plans to make buildings more energy
efficient. The Accelerator, which supports
Sustainable Energy for All and is co-led by

Johnson Controls and WRI Ross Center for
Sustainable Cities, works with 30 international
organizations to turn these urban plans into
action. WRI offers specific guidance in four
areas to ease the transformation to sustainable
power: updated building codes, green building
certification, energy-efficient purchasing and
finance for building efficiency. Accelerating
Energy Efficiency: Eight Actions for Urban
Leaders, a new WRI publication, offers an
outline for action.

The clean energy transformation requires more than

greater efficiency in current markets; it requires


http://www.wrirosscities.org/our-work/project-city/building-efficiency-accelerator
http://www.se4all.org/
http://www.se4all.org/
http://www.wri.org/publication/accelerating-building-efficiency-actions-city-leaders
http://www.wri.org/publication/accelerating-building-efficiency-actions-city-leaders
http://www.wri.org/publication/accelerating-building-efficiency-actions-city-leaders

expansion into new markets, including those in

developing countries where 1.3 billion people lack
reliable energy access, and in developed countries
where many consumers struggle to pay for
conventional energy. WRI works to reduce urban
energy use and helps producers and distributors
find new ways to deliver renewable power and
ensure equitable energy access.

In 2016, businesses working with WRI
contracted to buy more than 450 megawatts of
new solar power generation from traditionally
coal-intensive utilities—the equivalent of
taking 120,000 cars off the road. WRI’s Charge

g INCREASING EFFICIENCY IN BUILDINGS IS ONE OF THE
MOST COST-EFFECTIVE WAYS TO IMPROVE CITIES

initiative works with utilities and electricity
buyers to expand and speed deployment of
renewable energy. A key part of Charge is the